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June 26, 1933. 


Mrs. Kirby Page, 
Box 273, 

League City, 
Texas. 


My dear Mrs. Kirby J 


Your letter of June nineteenth 
received and I*ve been making inquiries re¬ 
garding Summer resorts in Arizona. I have 
found that you would be more apt to find 
diversions you desire in Flagstaff or nearby. 

Of course this is very near the Grand Canyon 
also. All other sections of Arizona are too 
hot for comfort, that is unless you go on camp¬ 
ing trips up in the various mountain ranges. 

X presume this will be too difficult without 
your equipment arranged for in advance. 


I am fond of your boy ana happy 
to be his friend, and also a friend of his mother, 
whom X met wi th great pleasure, even though for 
so short a time. I think you have made a good 
choice of schools for him, especially for the first 
year in Arizona. I do believe if the climate agrees 
with him that he might have a mo Be int eresting life 
at either the Fresnai)Ranch or the"&ne over near 
"Far Away Ranch*"!”" I have forgotten the name of it 

I say that the school near Tucson might 
be better the first year because contact with a c-ity and 
someone he knows thyself 1 ) might help in his adjustments 
and also assist you to ktaaw from an outsider's viewpoint 
how he was faring. 

I am leaving Tucson soon after the Fourth 
of July for a vacation on the coa st and wi 11 not return 
until September ninth. I think the Fairgrieves would be 
glad to take care of Kirby in the interval between your 
trip to Arizona, and.the opening of his school. I Mill 
certainly do all I can for him as soon as I reach this 
city. I will be glad to hear of your plans. 


Sincerely yours, 




r 
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PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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Class of Service 

WESTERN.. ' 

J - - -V 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

This 5 s a full-rate 
Telegram or Cables 

ifram liltl&SS its flC- 1 

NM = Night Message 


NL = Night Letter 

ft erred character is in- 

T TVT IT ii 1VT ii / 

LCO = Deferred Cable 

dicated by a suitable 
si£n above or precede 
ing the address. 

M- f 

i j r^i § i 9 // 

NLT » Cable Letter 

X ^ JL V/ JL ^ j »/ 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT C. WILLEVER, PIRST VICE./nEOIDENT 

Kd Ami* limp ™ fnlt-rata tfilciATiiniu and dav letters, and the time of receipt at destination as ahown on el! measaf 

WLT “ Week-End Letter 

k 2 

sea, is STANDARD TIME. 


Thp Alin* time as shown in the data line on full*fato ana day letters, anu me ui rw»ipu umumuuu 1 

at 40 Broad Street, (Central Cable Office), New York, N. Y.*ffi YS 


DC^51 20 NL=LUFKIN TEX 18. 

MISS MARY PAGE = 

620 WEST 122 ST NEWYORK NY =' 

DEAR MARY RECEIVED YOUR LETTER YOUR MOTHER NEVER SAID WHEN 



m °JUN 18 PM 9 43 


SHE IS C0M!NG\.AM SENDING LONG LETTER/ I LOVE Y0U- 
GRANDMOTHER MURRAY. 


THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE. 

























Lira . WORTH LIVISO 


Date 

Sub j ect 

October 15 

Faith in the Possibility of Individual 

Happiness. 

*1 came that they might have life and 
might have it more abundantly.* 

October 33 

Faith inthe possibility of Social 
Progress. 

"Lei justice roll down as eaters and 
righteousness as a mighty stream." 

November 5 

Faith In the Possibility of International 
Peace. 

"Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation; neither shall they learn war 
any more." 

November 13 

Faith In the inner Resources of 

Spiritual Power. 

•Strengthened with might by Sod's spirit 
In the inner man." 

Bovember 19 

Faith in the Moral Issues of the 

Machine Age. 

"What shall it profit a man If he gain 
the whole world and lost his own soul?" 

Bovember 36 

Faith in the Adventure of Christian 

Love and Service. 

"Love never faileth." 

December 10 

Faith in Immortality. 

"Thle mortal must put on immortality, and 
thiB corruptible must put on incorruption. 

Deoember 17 

Faith In a Personal God Revealed In 
Christ. 

"God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself." 










Ministers 

HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 
EUGENE C. CARDER 
OMAR P. GOSLIH 
IVAR HEIXSTROM 


The Riverside Church 


Riverside drive at 122nd Street 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 
June 12, 1930. 



^)r. To sdLcJc ’s Address 
5041 BROADWAY 


HEW YORK 





Mr. Kirby Page, 
c/o World Tomorrow, 

53 Vanderbilt Avenue, 

New York Oity. 

Dear Mr. Page: 

One of our most interesting enterprises at the 
Riverside Church has been our Wednesday evening 
lectures and discussions. I am writing in the 
earnest hope that we may have your cooneration in 
our course of eight evenings next fall on Faiths 
that Make Life Worth Living. We want you to sneak 
on November 5 on Faith in the Possibility of 
International Peace. 

Registration is required for these courses, and it 
has uniformly run to over one thousand. Both last 
fall and soring we had to close registration on 
account of lack of room, and we can assure you that 
with the course now in nrosnect we shall have for 
you a caoacity audience. 

The lectures are held in our Assembly Hall, seating 
800, and questions follow the address. A more keenly 
alive and resoonsive congregation I seldom, if ever, 
have seen. 

Besides yourself we are asking men like Mr. Norman 
Thomas, Professor Rufus Jones, Professor Michael 
Puoin, Professor Reinhold Niebuhr, Dean Charles R. 

Brown, and Dean Robert Russell Wicks, so that you will 
be in good company. 

We do not hold out an adequate honorarium as an allure¬ 
ment, but we do offer $25.00 as an exoressi on of our thanks. 

This course next fall is particularly important because 
we shall just be coming into possession and use of our 
new building as a whole, and knowing how keen the 
exoectation of this community is we desire earnestly 
to meet it with intelligent and fearless discussion 
of living issues. Your presence on the program will 
be a great help, and I am looking forward eagerly to 
your acceptance. 








Mr. Kirby Page 
from Dr. Fosdick. 
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June 11, 1930. 


The subject assigned to you and in particular the 
text suggested for a motto are in no way binding. 
They are intended merely to indicate an area where 
men find a vital faith and a practical devotion 
adding worth to life. We want you in that realm to 
tell us what your faith is, and the more personal, 
informal, direct, and human you make your statement, 
the better we shall like it. 


Most cordially yours. 











-^h% 


THE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF- NEW YORK 


MINISTER 

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 


June 11, 1930. 


OFFICE 

12 park avenue 


Dear Mr. Page: 


Yotat letter to Mr* Holmes arrived a 

“ d ? J ham S8nt “ <a *o his summer home. 

Ho aslcea mo to write you immediately to invite you 

16 when £r i VV Ur . Forum ° a S>mt ’“y evening, November 

on Indio hA ? S V ort of s 3mp°=i™ discussion 
o India. . He has already invited Mr. Manilal c. 

» ^;iend biographer of Gandhi, who is to be 

TfloT^* f that time * 11 11111 Piease him 

if you can accept, and I will send the word to him as 
soon as I hear from you* 


Sincerely yours* 



Secretary to Mr. Holmes. 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

Yeftf.CeA. Student Conference, 
Collage Camp, Wisconsin. 







WILFRED W.FRY 
Chairman 


WA LTER W.HEAD 
Treasurer 


X 


ROGER H.WILLIAMS - RALPH W. HARBISON 
Vice-Chairmen 


W. S . LESLIE 


igf 


Foreign Committee 


of THE 


NATIONAL COUNCILS OF THE YOUNG MENS CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND CANADA 

Corporate Titles of the Constituent Bodies 
For the American Council; General Board of the Young Men's Christian Associations 
For the Canadian Council : The National Council of Young Men's Christian Associations of Canada 


General Oefice - 347 MADISON AVENUE,NEW YORK 


fredw.ramsey 

General Secretary, American Council 


E .T. CO LTO N, Executive Secretary 


Cable Address; FORSEC 
Code; MISSIONS 


HARRY BALLANTYNE 

General Secretary, Canadian Council 

i. iA 
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Mr. Kirby Page, 
Estes Park, 
Colorado. 

Pear Kirby: 


June 11, 1920 




You undoubtedly know that in 1921 there will be held in 
Canada and in the United States a group of three Y.M.C.A. Conferences 
one for boys and workers with boys, one for young men, and the third 
will be the 20th Annual convention of the world Alliance of Y.M.C.As. 
Just now we are working on plans for getting the membership of the 
Association thinking and planning for this Conference. We also want 
the general public to know what we are planning. 

One of the principal items in this general preparation is a 
series of broadcasts, directed especially to our boy members in 
camps and in the local Associations, but of course boys in other 
camps and many thousands of other people will be listening in. we 

have assurance that if we can secure the right speakers, the national 
Broadcast Company will give us a series of six fifteen-minute fcehiods, 
three during the last three weeks of July and three during the first 
three weeks of August. 

We would like to invite you to give the first three of these 
talks. The station would be WJZ, on a national hook-up. The general 
subject would be. n Know Your World 11 , or n Boys of the world"• The 
purpose is to make clear to American boys how boys live in other 
countries, what their problems and hopes are, what influence they 
have on us and we on them, and how our relations are likely to 
develop in the future. 


These are not to be Y.M.C.A. propaganda talks, but we would 
have mentioned in connection with them that this Conference is to 
be held and it is understood that descriptions of boy life in other 
countries would include reference to what the Y.M.C.A. is doing. 


We would like your talks to be based on boy life in the Orient, 
and the countries you have visited on this trip. 







Mr. Kirby Page - page. 2 


We are trying to find a man who can be in Hew York in August 
and who is familiar with European life, to give the three remain¬ 
ing talks. 

Will you pleaee wire us collect when you receive this, stating 
whether or not you would be willing to make these three fifteen- 
minute talks. I do not know what days of the week will be allotted. 
The time will probably be between one and three o'clock, we are 
not in a position to pay for these addresses, but believe that you 
are as interested as we in the cultivation of international good 
will among boys, and hope that you will feel this is a contribution 
to the cause that you can and will make. 

Hoping for a favorable response, I am 


Most cordially yours 



A* H. cotton 


P»S* They will expect you to present a manuscript in advance. 
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Executive Committee 


Southwest Student Field Goungil 

THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 


June 9 1930 


715 SOUTH HOPE STREET 
LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 


' LuNAHU DAHLQUIHT, Whittibh 
Ghaibman 


Robert E. Bdrnb, paoivio 

Vice chairman 


Allan Haittkr, Arizona 

VlOE'CHAIRMAN 

Sanford L. Porter, Lob axokleb 
Tbbahurkr 

John W. Way, Jr., Stanford * 

thtOOUhiNO H RCnBTAHTf 

Dwight Bartholomew, California 
Nelson W. Benning, phoenix 
Benj. F. Culver, Stanford 
George M. Day, lob anqxlrr 
Edwin Espy, rhdlandb 
G. A. Griffith, azcba 
Penrose W. Hirst, bhhkblby 
Lloyd R. Kill am, Hawaii 
David E. Roberts, ocoidintal 
C. E. Rugh, California 
Clifford O. Simpson, paoifio 
Bqhool Of Reliqion 


Field Secretaries 
Egbert M. Hayes 

SO UUBBUM ROAD 
BRAN OR AI, OHINA 

Uughbrrt H. Landham 


Mr A R Elliott 
347 Madison Avenue 
Hew York City- 

Dear A R: 

Definite word has just come from Norman 
Thomas telling that the official LID meeting comes 
at the same time as the Asilomar Conference, so that 
he cannot be with us at that time. He suggests 
Paul Blanshard as one who might be acceptable as a 
speaker and leader in our field sometime during the 
year. Although I do not know him personally, I 
doubt if we would want him to be one of our main 
leaders. 


The point of this letter is to make very 
special and urgent application for Kirby Page*s 
services during Asilomar and either before or after. 
I would prefer to have him after rather than before, 
and if he felt it absolutely necessary to be in the 
east for Chris tnsts^we should like to have him for 
the last three^aays of the conference and to stay 
with us for a month following. I hope that you and 
Dad can give us some assurance as soon as possible 
that we can have Kirby*s services during that time. 


Cordially yours. 







hhi/ekg 





CpSultgin 

Camilla bt Cotrr^n 24J 

^cnncipn «|ara$na| 

ARTHUR ELWOOD ELLIOTT. Ph. D. DIRECTOR 


FRED W. HUGHES. B. S. VICE-DIRECTOR Y TESORERO 

June 7 1930 


Dear Kirby;- 

I was glad to get your good letter of the 11th of March* 
written at Nanking. All of your circular letter^have "been a great treat. 
And your personal letters a reil jojf. I hope they keep coming. But I 
know how "busy you are, and I have to let a good many things go undone 
myself, so t have a supply of forgiveness on hand, hoping that the other 
fellow will‘also. As you notice this circular letter has been nn hand 
for sometime .,hut to get the personal notes written is no small joh. 


^any things have taken place both in India and China since you 
anfl your good wife passed through.( ^ay we enjoyed Alma’s letters also. Be 
sure to tell her that). I have not seen anywhere just v.«gt the cause of the 
present strife in China is. Is there any possibility of a concerted £ 
movement in the East in order to embarass the European Countries? 

*es,I wish we could have a good visit about once every week. 

I have talked a let about you in Oneof my English classesl Your visit to 
India and China t That you were a good friend to Gandhi %tc.They will 
want to see you one of these days . You did not tell me yet when you were 
coming down's 

My book has been held up in .the press and will not be out 
for sometime. I will get a copy to you as soon as it is out* 

Most sincerely and respectfully* 

111*5inli? p o¥ s tfi8 s &$i88 igBeySHf from 
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En Route from Yokahama to San Francisoo 
June 4, 1930 


Dear Friend! 

Within a few hours we shall be back in the homeland, after a year of 
marvelous experiences around the globe. The stay in Japan was an appropriate 
climax to our long journey. Our appreciation of the many superb qualities of 
the Japanese people has been deepened and our admiration for their notable accom¬ 
plishments has been kindled. We have also gained a clearer understanding of the 
titanic difficulties now obstructing the pathway of their national progress. 

We were privileged to talk with leaders of many different professions 
and points of view, including Prince Tokugawa, President of the House of Peers; 
Prime Minister Hamaguohi; Foreign Minister Baron Shideharaj Home Minister Adachi; 
Isoo Abe, leader of the Social Democratic Party; K. Hijikata, Governor of the 
Bank of Japan; K. Matsuoka, Secretary of the General Federation of Labor of Japan; 
M. Zumoto, Chairman of the International Press Association; Wm, R, Castle, Jr., 
the American Ambassador; and scores of educators, social workers and missionaries. 

A visit to the home of Viscount Shibusav/a proved to be one of the out¬ 
standing experiences of the year. The Grand Old Man of Japan is now ninety 
years of age and has been a participant and spectator during the entire period 
of Japan’s emergence from a feudal society to a modern industrial nation, The 
Viscount was in a reminisoent mood and related some of his experiences as a boy 
of fourteen when Commodore Perry knocked at the doors of hermit Japan. Fifty- 
one years ago he was chairman of the reception committee which welcomed President 
Grant to Tokyo! For forty-three years he was president of the First Bank of 
Japan, one of the Big Five. At one time he held office as president, director 
or adviser of sixty corporations: banking, railway, shipping, mining, electrical, 
cotton manufacturing, insurance, etc. He has also been prominently identified 
with scores of philanthropic and social welfare enterprises. 

The industrial transformation of Japan during Viscount Shibusawa’s life¬ 
time has been unequalled in any other country. After centuries of medieval 
feudalism, Japan quickly emerged into an advanced industrial nation. A few 
figures will reveal how impressive the economic progress of this people has 
been; Japan’s combined exports and imports during the period 1868-72 averaged 
19 million dollars, as compared with 181 millions during 1894-98, and over two 
billion dollars in 1928, an increase of 10,400 per cent within 60 years. The 
number of cotton spindles made a thirteen-fold jump from 415 thousand in 1893 
to 5,5 millions in 1929. The value of raw silk exported mounted from 41 million 
dollars in 1902 to 372 millions in 1928, The value of manufactured products 
increased from 685 million dollars in 1914 to three and a half billions in 1927. 
Bank deposits advanced from one billion dollars in 1913 to nearly six billions 
in 1928. The first railway in Japan was opened in 1872. The number of railway 
passengers mounted from about 200 millions in 1913 to over one billion in 1928. 

The mileage increased from 641 in 1887 to five thousand in 1908 and twelve thou¬ 
sand in 1929, The first Japanese built steamer of 6,000 tons was launched in 
1898, yet by 1920 Japan’s merchant fleet of three million tons ranked third 
among the world powers, 1 The total revenue of the government advanced from 29 
million dollars in 1872 to one billion dollars in 1928. 
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This phenomenal economic progress has been made in the face of formid¬ 
able obstacles, The country is so mountainous and the weather so adverse that 
only one-sixth of the land area of Japan is under cultivation* The ratio of 
population to the amount of arable land is the densest in the world, being three 
times that of Germany or India and twelve times that of the United States. The 
per capita wealth of Japan is about one-fourth of that in the United States, and 
the per capita income of the former is only one-sixth of the latter. The average 
farm covers only two and one-half acres and the crops are constantly imperiled by 
flood, drought, frost, hail and typhoon. 

Japan's 'supply of essential raw materials is dangerously inadequate, 
especially with regard to coal, iron and oil. The estimated coal deposits of the 
world approximate 8,154 billion tons, of which Japan has nine billions and the 
United States 4,231 billions, or 470 times as much. Every year Japan spends 
about 150 million dollars for mineral products in excess of supplies - exported. 

The average value of imported cotton is some 300 million dollars, and of wool 
about 90 millions. Another 100 millions is spent for imported grains and flours. 

Japan was especially hard hit by the world-wide economic depression which 
followed the World War. Wartime expansion was followed by disastrous deflation. 
Then in 1923 came the most destructive earthquake known in history. Three-fourths 
of Tokyo and all of Yokohama were destroyed. Nearly 100,000 people were killed 
and the loss of property reached two and one-half billion dollars! With amazing 
fortitude and untiring zeal the people of the devastated area devoted themselves 
to the work of reconstruction, with the result that both cities have bean almost 
entirely rebuilt, with impressive civic improvements. This herculean task was 
successfully completed within seven years in spite of another severe financial 
depression in 1927. Hats off to such a people! 

The educational and political advance in Japan has been equally remark¬ 
able. Not until 1871 was the first Department of Education established, yet so 
rapid has been the progress of popular education that Japan is now one of the 
most literate of nations, with 90 per cent of the children of elementary school 
age regularly enrolled, as compared with 47 per cent in 1888. The total enrolment 
in all schools and colleges is now about 12 millions. 

Democracy and representative government are making steady and rapid gains 
in Japan, The number of eligible voters has increased from 500,000 in 1890 to 
13 millions at present, an advance of 2,500 per cent within four decades. Senti¬ 
ment for woman suffrage is growing. A bill granting the municipal vote to wonien 
passed the Lower House at the last session but was shelved by the House of Peers. 
Predictions are freely made that Japanese women will be given the vote within 
another decade. 

The power of military and naval men in governmental affairs is diminish¬ 
ing. Evidence on this point is found in the fact that the vigorous protests of 
the naval authorities against the ratification of the London Naval Agreement 
have apparently been unavailing. We found opinion practically unanimous that 
the cabinet would win and that Japan would ratify the agreement. We were told 
that military training is exceedingly unpopular, although as yet there is no 
effective opposition. The power of public opinion is growing steadily. As 
the workers become articulate their influence will be thrown against autocracy 
and militarism. 
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A close examination of relevant facts and tendencies should be reassur- 
p ing to those Americans who fear an attack from across the Pacific. I am strongly 
convinced that Japan has neither the will nor the power to wage war successfully 
against the United States. To say that Japan is planning an armed attack upon 
our shores or commerce is to place her leaders in the category of imbeciles or 
lunatics. Economic ruin would be the inevitable outcome of such a struggle. 
Consider the facts, Japan’s national finances are already in a serious condition 
and her wealth and income are utterly insufficient to support a prolonged con¬ 
flict with a great power - and even the wildest optimist does not envisage a 
speedy Japanese victory. The Japanese navy is far inferior to our own in fight¬ 
ing strength. The outbreak of war would be followed automatically by the cessa¬ 
tion of all trade between the two countries and the serious interference with 
Japanese commerce with other nations. This would spell catastrophe for Japan. 

The United States is at the same time her best customer and her primary source of 

imports. In 1928 we bought goods from her to the value of 413 million dollars, 

which is practically the equivalent of her sales to all the Orient and five times 

her exports to the whole of Europe, During that year Japan imported products from 
the United States to the value of 313 millions, more than twice as much as from 
India or China, the next ranking countries. War with America would cause the 
utter collapse of the silk and cotton industries of Japan. 

The colossal burdens of a great war would expose Japan to the peril of 
social revolution. Unemployment is now widespread and tenancy is growing on the 
farms. "Dangerous thoughts" are already rampant in student and labor circles. 

The writings of Marx, Lenin and other revolutionists are selling like hot-cakes. 
The dumb masses are beginning to find their voices and unrest is rapidly increas¬ 
ing. The strain of war might easily crack the social structure of Japan. 

Furthermore, there is not the slightest need for war between Japan and 
the United States, There are only three serious issues between the two countriest 
naval armaments, commercial rivalry and immigration. The race of naval armaments 
will cease to be dangerous if the London Naval Agreement is ratified. In China and 
Manchuria, I had opportunity to study the question of economic competition. Every¬ 
where was found evidence of a milder Japanese policy. The old aggressive attitude 
of the former cabinet is being replaoed by a desire to win the friendship of China, 
Japanese investments in Manchuria now total one billion dollars. Japan is as eager 
to protect her property as is any other country but the likelihood of Manchuria 
being annexed becomes less and less. The population is overwhelmingly Chinese and 
is becoming more so each year. After twenty-five years of propaganda and sub¬ 
sidies, less than 250,000 Japanese have been persuaded to migrate to Manchuria, 
whereas the Chinese population now exceeds 28 millions and is increasing at the 
rate of one million annually. Both in Manchuria and Korea we were impressed with 
the substantial material progress being made, although the Koreans are bitter and 
sullen against their conquerors. We were privileged to take luncheon with Vis¬ 
count Salto, the Governor-General, and found him to be a liberal administrator, 
but unfortunately his friendly spirit is not ’reflected by many Japanese petty 
officials. A visit to far Harbin enabled me to study the confliot between Russia 
and China over the Chinese Eastern Railway. 

The Japanese people are far from forgetting the insult administered in 
1924 by the method of excluding their immigrants from the United States. As we 
were leaving his home, the venerable Viscount Shibusawa said to us that he hoped 
that we would never rest until the humiliating exclusion law has been changed. 

Dr. Nltobe, formerly Under Secretary-General of the League of Nations, said 
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that the exclusion blow had changed his whole attitude toward life. He told us 
that he has declined a dozen invitations to lecture in the United States as he 
has resolved never to set foot on American soil until this injustice is remedied. 
How easy it would be to solve the problem by putting Japan on the quota basis! 

A total of 150 Japanese immigrants per year would not undermine the foundations 
of our national welfare! 


In Tokyo we renewed an old acquaintance with one of the most amazing men 
of this generation - Toyohiko Kagawa. Beyond doubt he is the outstanding Christ¬ 
ian leader of Japan. At the age of 42 he has written some 40 books on economics, 
socialism, science, religion, fiction and poetry, one of which went through 180 
editions. He has been a vigorous promoter of trade unions and cooperative socie¬ 
ties and has encouraged the formation of a proletarian political party. During 
the past year he has been head of the Social Welfare Bureau of the Tokyo Municipal 
Government. He organized and has conducted three social settlements in Osaka, Kobe 
and Tokyo, By all odds the most popular religious speaker in the country, he can 
pack any hall and frequently makes four or five addresses per day. 

Kagawa*s prodigious output has been accomplished in spite of terrible 
physical handicaps. One of his close friends said to ust "There is not a sound 
organ in his body." He has tuberculosis; he is blind in one eye and the sight of 
the other is being destroyed by trachoma, contracted from a beggar with whom ha 
shared his mat; his heart, kidneys, nose and throat are all affected. During the 
present year his doctor prescribed a month of complete re3t as essential to the 
preservation of his life. Without his permission, friends canceled all engagements 
for this period. Reluctantly Kagawa consented - and then dictated three books 
during the thirty days! 


His friends sometimes complain that he tackleB too many things and is 
therefore necessarily superficial. Others are dissatisfied with his orthodox theo¬ 
logy. Some say he is egoistic and inclined to play a lone hand, finding it diffi¬ 
cult to cooperate with a group. However serious his faults may be this son of 
a concubine, who first attended school from his brother's house with its seven 
geisha-concubines and debasing environment, has a record of achievement rarely 
equalled in any generation. His devotion to the poor is unexcelled. For fourteen 
years he lived in the slums of Kobe in a single room six by nine feet square. 

In spite of his ability and earnings, he has always been and still is a poor man, 
his income being used to support various causes in which he is interested. Many 
a time he has given his only ooat to someone in need. 


The greatest privilege of the year has been the meeting of so many signi¬ 
ficant personalities; Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Rabindranath Tagore, Lord 
Irwin the Viceroy of India, President Ohiang Kai-shek, Hu Shih, Manuel Quezon, and 
our Japanese friends. Now that the long trip is so nearly over, we are exceedingly 
eager to get home, June will be spent in four student conferences at Estes Park, 
Blue Ridge and Geneva. July will be devoted to consultations with my colleagues 
at the World Tomorrow office before Devere Allen sails with his family for a well- 
earned year in Europe. Reinhold Niebuhr and I will share editorial responsibili¬ 
ties, with the effective cooperation of Gladys Meyerand and A. A. MacLeod. I 
have returned bristling with new ideas for the magazine! 


I am looking forward with keen anticipation to the renewal of old friend¬ 
ships during the ooming weeks. 


Cordially yourB, 






THE FRIENDS CHURCH 

O. HERSCHEL FOLGER, Pastor 
WILMINGTON, OHIO 

5/30 


Dear Mr. Page: 

A Presbyterian told me the 
other day that he heard that all the 
Quakers were turning Socialist and that 
half the college faculty v/ere already 
Socialist. I said: "Your informer is 
quite complimentary, isn't he?" 

I write this word from them all to 
repeat the appreciative words of so many 
of the audience for your address and ray 
own personal gsatitude for your generos¬ 
ity in coming for such a pittance. 

I have done something which may be 
a misjg/tjke. After you left a package of 
World Tomorrows came. I hsd forgotten 
your North Carolina address and it seemed 
silly to send them bac v to the office, 

I decided you were having them sent here 
for use so I am giving them out with an 
announcement about subscriptions which 
1 intended to make when I introduced 


you. 


Sincerely yours, 







Mr. H. David Evans, 
Brands School, 
Tuoson, Arisona. 



il 
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ScruXJL^. GaJwT^*-',, 
S>cJlUr^e ^ rs<^Y>^ 

1930. 


IXy dear Mr. '.'vans:* 

I have in ray oharga this year a fourto on year old 
bay aha has soma bronchial and sinus troubla and tha Doctors hnvo 
advisad that ha snand tha next few yaajrs in a school in Arizona or 
Njw Moxioa. Your school hava boon v ry highly recommended to me 
by Mr S'. Henry Barnes of this oity, andf.\!iss Ina Git tings of tho 
University of Arizona \ 

! , j 

Mr. Kirby Page, tha fajtiilor of tho boy, has ooon in 
tiio Orient this past yaar end arrives $n San Kranoisoo June 4th, 
and I am very desirous of : avlug nil information to pass on to Mr. 

Pago while he i 3 in the west so that hb>might plan to visit the 
school. 

I would appreciate it?very much if you would send 
a catalogue and all information to both myself and ^r. Page. The 
boy has been in Linooln School of feapher'e College and I would like 
to oheok with tho sohool on tho entrance requirements in oaeo there is any 
need of tutoring this summer while lie is in oamp. 

« 

Mr. Pago can ba re chad, % Nfr* s .R. Perkins, Y.M.C.A. 

220 Golden Gate Ave., San Kranoisoa, dalif.,'. intil June 5th, after 
that at the Student Y.’ .C.A. Confereifoe, fist^s Park, Colorado. 

\x ' 

Very sincerely yourn. 


Guardian. ( 
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Dear Betty House: 

• • Your letter has just reached me and of course pricked 
my conscience considerably. Even though I have plenty of alibis 
in the nature of hard work, unusual accidents, and not enough 
clerical assistance yet. I would like to have sent you some 
word that I had redched J the desert safely and also that I think 
many times of you and your interest*is4 life. After a winter of 
the type I rushed through, most impressions become dim. It is not 
so regarding you or the adopted children. 

I shall also come to business promptly. My summer in 
Estes Park has been cancelled, due to the slow recovery of my 
knee. I shall remain here on the homestead as long as I enjoy 
the heat and then visit over on the coast the remainder of the 
summer. I am as interested as I can be in Kirby and want to 
settle right down with you and help figure out what should, and 
can be done for him. I immediately sent word to the four Arizona 
schools for boys to write to you, and to come to sell their 
program to me personally. These schools are: The Arizona Home 
School, The Fresnal Ranch School, The Southern Arizona School 
for Boys, and Evans School. Of course I will recommend one of 
them more particularly as soon as I find the age stressed, and 
the cost. I can not emphasize too strongly the actual health 
benefit which all of these schools stress. 

I think Arizona is the place for Kirby. New Mexico 
is too cold in the winter. I also know of two ranches semi-dude 
effect which take boys and have varied,minor school programs. 

I will try to secure the names of these soon. As to the summer, 
if Kirby can get into the ^heley Gamps, Estes Park, Colorado, I 
think he would benefit greatly. Of course he should have some 
regard for the altitude. I am so sorry he is not improving, for 
he°has a very attractive little nature, which could assuredly 
be brought out; and it is a shame to curtail this by lack of 
health. Children so easily survive health handicaps when they 
are given the right environment and treatment, that I would 
hold great hope for him. You tell him that if he is in my neigh¬ 
borhood he certainly can count on some "pow-wowS”, and some moth¬ 
erly visits from me. 

We leave out Mary, but 1 still picture her radiant 
health and coming pleasures. 

Now as to you and your new grief which I mention 
last because I realize its deep seriousness. There is little I 
can say more than to offer my sincere sympathy and realization tff 
your shock, and also of your ultimately finding the right solution! 
Much love to you always, and please be free to write details and 
depend upon me for actual help. jp 







Ik 












Tokyo, Uay 17, 1830. 


Dear Mather* 

A sable has Just son* saying that to. Eenworthy recomsnda that 
the boy go to (Map Lincoln, share he sae last sumner, for July and August, 

and that Mary sill asst us In Colorado. This upsets the plan I had In 

mind and I an not elsar as to Just shat will be done. Alma wants very mh 
to see California before starting east* She had planned to come to Texas 
Tin the southern Paoiflo. This sill not be possible if site comes with as to 
Colorado. My guess le that she sill give up Southern California and oome slth 
me after a day In San Francisco. She and Mary sill than see Colorado and 
Mas to Houston at the end of JUns or the middle of July. I base not talked 
slth her about this ns yet, as It does not seen slse to disturb her until n 
day or two before landing at San Francisco. 

At the end of August Kirby Jr and I sill come to Teens enrouts to 

his aehool in Arizona. This sill give us a change for a good visit together. 

This Is all tentative as Z cannot make final decisions at this distance but 
must salt for more information. But it looks entirely probable that all four 
of us sill show up before the sumner le over. What a grand time we shall 
have togetherl 

The days here are extremely busy but most rewarding. s soon as we 
get an the boat I plan to write a long latter about our experiences. Just nos 
se are driven with many things to do. Both of us are well and enjoying our 
experiences to the limit. 

With heaps of love. 


Ever yours. 










THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 


CABLE ADDRESS: FLAMINGO 
TELEPHONE 513 



WUCHANG, CHINA 


May 17,1930. 


l/«ar iCirby, 

You nnd Mra. Pago havo bean too long gone 
from us for mo not to havo written atloast one 
letter of appreeiatlon for what you did for us. 
while you ware here. Aside from the pleasure 
we had from your visit, the brief stay in our 
home and the ehanao they gave to nemo somewhat 
into tho stream of your purpose and spirit, we 
owe you much as an Association. We have 

had many expressions of approbation from the 
schools where you spoka, and only one highly 
oritiaal effusion, se far as I know. There 
was a nows paper artiole - in sensational mo¬ 
squito sheet in Hankow - written, we think by 
a student, wksxsxka which said, inapite of your 
fair words, you wore at bottom only an agent of 
imperialism and that what you said about Shandi 
was not true, for no man eould fast twnnty-en© 
days and live to tell the tale2 

After all those weeks of vaoeilatlon, our 
war seems now to have begun, tho it Is still a 
strange sort ef affair, and a compromise* whioh 
will result in a division of territory, giving 
Peng Yu-hsiang Tsimgtao, as his port, Yon 
His-shan Sxtng Tiensln as his, and effecting a 
looso federation of provinces, is still con¬ 
sidered quite a possibility. If, however, tho 

Government sooms te havo things too much their own 
way, I suppose they will drop tho thought. I 
rather expoat the superior equipment of the govern¬ 
ment to give them a big advantage. In addition, 
there is certainly "the strange bed fallows" aspect 
to the Pong and Yon eombination, whiah is an inher¬ 
ent weakness in thoir lino up. 

Saak of it all is a growing spirit of war weari¬ 
ness, whieh may some day assert Itself, and then the 
rapidly increasing pressura of growing lawlessness 
and banditry, which is usually eallod communism. There 
are sections,too, whore tho communists are in power, but 
plain bandits greatly out-numbnr them. There is 

little ehanae for a olean-up as long as first onergy 
has to be devoted to war. It makes one sick to 






THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 


CABLE ADDRESS: FLAMINGO 
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think of the tremondous wasto of virilo energy, capi¬ 
tal, manhood, organization and time, whioh would oount 
a© much in tho legitimate dovolopement of tho nations 
resources. Tho inpressive laok of prophets and of 
mon who will pay tho price of bravo leadership are 
discouraging, but on tho other hand one can not for¬ 
got tho capaoity of the peoplo for suffering and ac¬ 
compli ahment . 

In our little sphoro wo aro going on with a 
program which is growing, and our standing in-the 
community is gradually growing,too, I am suro. If 
wo oould find a couple of good additions to our 
staff, I should bo happy and much more oj^omistio. 

At homo, we are taking care of our birds and tho dog; 
have added silk worms, little ohiokons and many now 
flowers. Wo had guests a couple of nights ago, and 
one of them eountad sovon difforont kinds of flowers 
in the house, and in addition wo have boon having straw¬ 
berries for a couple of weeks, the their end is near. 

Am also still working on Spanish dollars, tho am near 
my limit. My consecutive yoars from 1775 to 1811 
are oompleto, except for 1777 and 1785, and most of 
thorn in duplicates, When I get tho duplicates, I 
shall rest on my laurels. If you want to add to 
yours, shall bo glad to extend my activities. Most 
of tho yoars aro to bo had. If you do, just send 
me tho yoars you have, and shall be glad to undertake 
tho collection of others. I have orderod a cat¬ 

alogue, so shall not bo working so much in tho dark. 

This may appear to bo, and actually prove to bo, 
and expensive hobby, but hero wo can do so little, that 
I am trying to justify myself, and I have a feeling,al¬ 
so, that I shall have no difficulty in selling tho col¬ 
lection whenever I want to for atloast what I have put 
into. My latest is an American Trade dollar and a 
Kweichow- Zwsiahow Province dollar with an automobile 
on it. Hope to get more of those, for I doubt if 
anywher^olse in tho world coins(w4th-automobiles-on 
thesajhavo boon minted with automobiles on them. That 
far inland province had put thru a largo program of 
road building, and I suppose tho dollar was to boost 
thoir program. 

Hopo you <ound the cihildren all right on your re¬ 
turn. This is too much of an infliction,hut you 

need not road it more than onco. dost greetings to VcncGJurc 
and thanks,too, for the generous supply of books you ' 




WUCHANG, CHINA 
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left. I approaiato my personal oopy, and 
•thers for whom you loft them, have expressed 
their approeiati&a. 

Cordially yours, 


Mr. Kirby j?age, 
lew York Oity 


Jha 
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ARTHUH ELWOOD ELLIOTT, Ph, D. DIRECTOR 
FRED W, HUGHES, B. S. Vice-Director Y Tesohero 


May 15 1930 


bear .b 1 r i g n d £ s - 

Vv-e have "been in Asuncion since the 12th. of December* We 
are almost ashamed to write! to you nobtKf. It has^oeen so ldng since we 
left the states.we have been exceedingly busy. '1'hie i3 Paraguay’s 
National Holiday.so you are' to hear just a little of how things are 
going in Golegio Internacional.• It can be truly said that colegio 
Internacional-has gone steadily forward through the years. All indicat¬ 
ions point to the hope we have that 193° will be no exception to that 
rule . 

The total enrollment to date is kirS 3 ana^ is exeeedingly grati¬ 
fying. The total enrollment last year was 146. Among the 223 in attend¬ 
ance "'this year are 65 girls. when it is remembered that the school was 
started in"1920 as a hoys school with a total enrollment of 60 it can 
be understood that changes have taken place and that there is not now 
any deep seated prejudice aganist coeducation here in the Capital City 
of Paraguay. This year there are 53 students in the Secondary =9epart- 

Ment. _ . , 

Our faculty , too, has been taping on importance as well as 

size.In 1920 there were 10 on the faculty. This year we have 26. There 
arel3 Paraguayans, seven Horthamericans,one ^ngl-ishman and one Aigentme* 
Among our 1- araguayan teachers are to be 'found ± ref-• namon I. taiaoso,. 
thd 'Director General of Schools in Paraguay* 1 roi . Julio jj rontanilla 
the Secretary General of Schools in Paraguay, and Prof Gomez Mips*the 
Inspector General of Schools in Paraguay*. ■■ he missionaries worxing in 
the school are Sr.and Mrs . Fred Hughea,Kr and Krs. it ex Hopper, Hiss, 
dory Irene Orvis, Hiss. Agnes Fishbach , Mrs. Elliott and mself . Mr. 
and Mrs. Lemmon are still on the field finishing the -ary a/ Lyons 
Fall , our purls dormitory.which we ox- ect to have in operation the 
last of July or the first of August,. The commons have earned their _ 
furlough several times over,but have stayed on to finish this building 
which is greatly needed as is shown by the tendency of. the ±araguayan 
people to send us- their girls as well as their boys. When this is fin¬ 
ished it will be the*#-first time we have had a jealiy respectable 
place to use as a 'girls dormitory though we have* had girls- hoarders i or 

ii. boys dormitory is sadly neeued. i'nis year . 

pecting40 boys as boarders . They came 60 strong.»e had to use an extra 

house. It was in these days that everyone showed how much they were 
willing to do to accomodate these new students, rIans are now oeing 
drawn for a, new dormitory.my feeling is that it should oe called, 

"The 1'ranees Allen Hell''. 

Just a f?w days/ ego we hung the picture of Miss. Cynthia. 
Alien in the entrance of the Allen-Stone buil.dj.ng .1 he American liinis- 
ter'.Ur .lest wheeler [and. ’ rs • Wheeler were present,Trie Newspapers of 
Asuncion made a great deal.of this function,showing their appreciation 
for what the women of Forth America are doing for the caildreia of 
i' 3X*r • , . 

\.i 0 a x o fe!ery busy • w e do not got t lib letter wj: 1 11 en u o you that 
we should.Hut we have not forgotten you-no not one of you.ilease 
consider this a very personal letter to which 1 hope we may expect a 

reply. , . 

:.yost rospeettully md sincerely yours ? 

A vi4- V,i it m! T mm /”iH . 1 1 1 nt.t. . 


c?- fT 




On board Laos Ho, River boat* L&rch 15, 1950* 

Dear Folks: 

% 

Kirby continued rushed to death in Shanghai up until the very last 
minute. I met him at the train with the luggage and he brought along earns 
things he had taken from Sherwood's trunk and bundles of literature. He was 
so tired that he slept a very good sleep on the train, and I might say in 
passing that nothing disturbed ms either as I had repacked trunks and things 
that day and was absolutely ready to turn in when I got a chance. Sherwood 
end Maud had only just come In early that morning and I saw them for the first 
time alnee leaving Bang Kong. Thomas Tohou was also on the train and earns in 
very handy to help us along next morning when we reached Banking. T homas la 
now head of the department of labor in the new government. We were on the 
first sect ion of the train end arrived at the station half an hour before the 
schedule time and Hr. mils was not there yet to meet us and we got all of our 
luggage together and waited a few minutes and he showed up. Six thirty In the 
morning la an unearthly time of day to meet a train scheduled for seven. 

We were taken out and given some breakfast and a little time to do 
earns writing ef letters end then Kirby and I were taken over to Ginling Milage 
where we had luneh with the faculty and than Kirby spoke to the girls In the 
chapel. He ehose the subject of Gandhi, as it is very popular with the people 
out hero and also because he can say a lot of things applicable to the situati on 
here* It went extremely well, even if the ohapel was cold as could be. It 
was raining when we got off the train and continued two days. ffe had a little 
time in the afternoon wxt beeauae we did not go to Sherwoods meeting as they 
had planned for us to do, then later the men went to a dinner with the Minister 
•f Education and we women, Maud, Mrs. Lockwood and I, went to a supper at the 
Presbyterian compound where they had a prayer meeting. They only have these 
supper meetings, once in a few months end we were lucky to get In on It and meet 
so many people^ A lovely time waa had by all. The men had a Chinese feast, 
and you know eating a Chinese feast is some job. The yespeet of the host Is 
shown by the number ef dishes he provides for his guests, and you are expected 
to taste eaeh dish. Even a taste gets to be toe much after a time, especially 
when they are all good and you fill up too mueh on the early courses. 

The next day, Mhroh 18th, was a holiday as It was the anniversary of 
the death ef Dr* Sun fat Sen. We did not get up so very early and later In 
the morning we drove out to see the monument of Dr. Sun. It was raining and 
bitterly sold out there and as there was a long walk and about throe hundred 
steps I contented myself with a view from the car and read letters while I 
waited for the ethers. I should like to have gone, but it was too mueh for me. 
It was sold waiting, but colder still up cm the hill. The monument Is on the 
side ef Purple '"Duntaln. When the trees grow, it will be a very impressive 
place. The monument is quite Impressive now, and In Chinese architecture. 

This day was also memorable because it waa the day Gandhi chose to start his 
campaign of eivil dleobedienee. We do not hear much about it here, though,and 
suppose you do not get any more .maws than we do. Indian papers we subscribed 
to have not appeared. Xsxthmxafkwx After seeing Dr. Sun's tomb we drove by 
the old Ming tomb, which dates hack to about the 15th century I think. In the 
afternoon Kirby and I went to a small meeting of FOR people where he spoke on 
Outlawry. A very nice group of people there and they eould have talked until 
midnight, but we had to leave after an hour. We had had luneheon with Thomas 
Tchou and his family. Mrs. TChou (pronounced Jew) is an Englishwoman and they 
have three niee kiddles. They seem to be one of the marriages where it has 
turned out well. When the father Is Chinese and of good family tho children 
are treated as Chinese and not relegated to a class by themselves, and do not 
fen a problem as in India. However, there la quite an Eurasian problem In 
Hong Kong among the poorer people. After dinner at the Mill's house, there 
were some folks came In for the evening and they talked back and forth and 
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after Kirby and Sherwood had gotten all the information they could from them 
they let them go home to rest. 

The next day Kirby was going to speak at Ginling again, so Mrs, Mills 
took ms over early and one of the teachers, Miss Yautrin, took us out to one 
of the homea where they weave tapestry* That lovely silk tapestry used for 
wall panels, pillow covers, table runners, bags and all sorts of lovely uses, 
is made mostly in the homes of the people. This was the Wu family, and they 
employed skilled weavers and some were of the family. I think there were 
seven looms* All hand operated* One man, the more skillful worker, operated 
the bobbins and did the aetual weaving. Another man aat high up and ealled 
off the pattern, or Tether read off the pattern, which is an assortment of 
strings, of which I could not make head or tall, and operated them in such a 
way that the patten was made just right. I suppose this type of loom has been 
in use hundreds of years, but it is still used in the family shops and they 
put out some remarkable work. This particular family put out high grade work 
and it is mostly sent to Shanghai and much is exported to America. This was 
one of the places where I was sorry I did not have a million dollars to spend* 

In walking over to this place we passed by the small compound which Dr. Macklln 
that famous eld missionary doctor of China, lived when he first brought his 
young wife to China. Dr. Macklln Is now in America, but he made a deep impres¬ 
sion on the people of Nanking during the many years of his work here. That 
afternoon Kirby spoke to a crowded house in the beautiful Ginling chapel, and 
we harried home to dress for our dinner engagement with the President. 

The man who delivered the invitations, Colonel Huang, had said that 
it was informal dress, and the men did not know Just what to do, but they de- 
olded that they would try Just plain business suits, but when Col Hjuang came 
for us rather early, Maud piped up and asked him what kind of dress was best 
and volunteered. the information that they could very wall put on Tuxedo as 
there was plenty bf time, and he said perhaps it was best, and ao the men went 
up to change. I had to go up and assist in the operation for Kirby as the 
boiled shirt was so stiff it needed careful fingers to get the etude buttoned, 
and the collar was fractious and he did not want to change at all, but submitted 
almost gracefully and came down looking as if he had always worn them. Kirby's 
shirt front did behave better than Sherwood's, probably because there is a 
longer expanse to strotoh over, and I for one thought he looked rather handsome 
but I know how he hates such dress, and it tickled me to see him have to wear it, 

Then we arrived at the Presidential mansion it wasn't a mansion at 
all, but a very modest house, tastefully furnished in foreign style, the part 
we saw at any rate, and nothing extravagant about It at all, except the flowers, 
which had been brought in honor of the visit of the Danish Prince who was there 
earlier in the day. We waited a while in the living room and then a small nice 
looking woman came in and turned out to be Madame Chlang Kai-shek. {Jeong "aishek) 
She is a lovely, vivacious creature, who speaks perfect American with a touch of 
Southern aecent as she studied for five years in Georgia before going to Weilsley, 
and altogether spent ten years in America. She was perfectly at ease and put 
us at ease immediately. An altogether charming, well educated woman, who is at 
home anywhere* We enjoyed her very touch indeed. When dinner was announced we 
went in, but waited a while for the general to come in but he was so busy they 
could hardly tear him away so Colonel Huang was sent in to bring him out. % 
earns and we were all Ingiressed by him. He speaks no English, and talks little, 
bat he is rather young, being only two years older than Kirby. He is a rather 
fine looking, pleasant man with a strong face. He has remarkable ability in 
that ha sen do a very great deal of work himself and can also direct others in 
more work. He is said to be able to listen to two people talk at the same time 
and understand them both. Kirby and Sherwood did most of the talking and had 
a lovely time. We had a lovely time talking to Madame Chlang. The food wab 





8 


cooked foreign stylo and served foreign style, which was best for us, as we did 
not ears to eat so moh as to enjoy being with these charming g people and to 
listen to them and talk. We got some autographs for the kiddies and when we 
left decided it had been a red letter day. As we earns out Col, Bhang said that 
there were three men who had been Kept waiting while we talked and wlslted. 

The next day we had lunch at the International Club and Sherwood gave 
a very good speech and I sat nezt to the new American Minister to China, Nelson 
T. Johnson, Be Is short, red headed, a bachelor, and jolly. He first oame to 
China twenty two years ago, and although ton years since then has been spent 
away from China, thinks China la the beat place to bo, and is very sympathetic 
to the Chinese people and speaks to them in their language. Hs ought to do as 
much for our relations with China aa Morrow did for our relations with Mexico. 
The people who know him bettor, are all impressed with his attitude and ability. 
Bores hoping for a new day In Amerlean-Chinese relations. Mr. Johnson was good 
enough to autograph a card for Mary’s collection, and after signing his name In 
English proceeded to make what he called hie real signature, and when it was 
finished, instead of being Chinese characters was a picture of a donkey In 
a frock coat smoking a pipe. HO then made the name in Chinese characters .on the 
other end of the card* end proceeded to ask the Belgian minister to give hie 
autograph for tho collection. He asked me if I didn’t have any monkey In me, 
and I told him I guess I did, and ho said I wasn’t eating my nuts, but I told 
him I was mono of a squirrel as I was saving mine for a grand finals. The men 
had a little visit him afterward at the Consulate. 


That afternoon I had a walk to the top of tho hill Just across the 
road and from that vantage point could see the city of Nanking spread out before 
me. It is not so muoh of a city as yet, but there Is much space on which to 
put buildings and to plan on a broad scale. The City walla of Nanking are still 
standing and are twenty two miles around. There is enough space inside the 
walls to grow erops and keep a city going even If beselged all around.for a 
long time. It is a very large ancient wall. Some of the new government 
buildings are in the Chinese style. Moat of them will probably follow the 
Chinese lines of roof, and have eo$e distinctive Chinese features. In moat of 
the cities the new buildings are nearly all foreign style, as it is cheaper and 
more efficient and they have been bitten by the efficiency bug In places, es¬ 
pecially In places concerning the pockstbook. 

We had to get up early yesterday morning to got on the River boat and 
we proceeded to take a good sleep after it had started and then began work In 
the afternoon. It will take ue until Monday morning or noon to reach Hankow, 
while the trip takes six hours In an airplane. There Is no railroad. When we 
go to Tientsin It will take a long time, as the railroad is not yet working, 
and unless it does get to work we will waste a lot of time. Have Just had a look 
at the map and It is a long way to Tientsin and Peking or Peiping. We are having 
a grand and lovely time and expect to continue so until we get home. 


Hope everything is going well with all of you and with our very best 
wishes, I am, 

Toure. 








On board luon 9o, River Boat, Marsh 18, 1900 
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Kirby continued rushed to death in Shanghai up until the very last rinute. 

I met hir* st the trsin with the luggage sad ho brought along; some thing* ho hod taken 
from Sherwood*s trunk end bundles of literature. He wee eo tired that he slept a 
very good sleep on the train, end X night say in passing th*t nothing disturbed r.« 
either as X had repacked trunks end things that day and was absolutely reedy to turh 
in when X got a chance. Sherwood and Maud had only just cone in early that morning and 
I sew them for the first time since leaving Hong Kong. Thomas Tehou was also on the 
train sad os me In very handy to help us along runt morning when we reached Nanking. 

Thomas is now hoed of the department of labor in the now government. We were on the 
first section of the train sad arrived at the station half an hour before the schedule 
tin*, so Mr* Mills was not there yet to moot us. W* got all of our luggage together 
and welted a few minutes end he showed up. i-ix thirty in the morning is an unearthly 
tine of day to meat a train scheduled for seven. 

We were taken out and given so^e breckfaat and a little time to do seme 
writing of letters, and then Kirby end I wars taken over to dialing College where we 
had lunch with the feoulty and then Kirby spoke to the girls In the chapel. He shoes 
the subject of handhi, ss it is very popular with the people out here end also because 
he can say a lot of things applicable to the situation hero. It wont extremely well, 
even if the chapel was cold as could be. It was raining when we got off the train end 
continued two days, we had a little time in the afternoon because wo did not go to 
Sherwood* s meeting as they bed planned for ua to do, then later the nan went to a dinner 
with the Minister of iduostion end we woman, Maud, Mrs. Lockwood and X, went to a supper at 
the Iveabytarisn compound whore they had a prayer meeting. They only have these supper 
mootings once in s few months end we wer lucky to get In on it end newt eo *s*v people. 
k lovely time was bed by all# The men had e Chinese feast, and yen know eating a 
Chinese feast si soma job. J*hs respect of the host is shown by the number oX dldhoa he 
provides for his guests, and you are expected to teste eaoh dish. Even a taste gets to 
bo too ntuoh after a time, especially when they are all good end you fill up too much on 
the early courses. 

The nroct day, Marsh 12th, wee a holiday as it was the anniversary of the death 
of Dr. Bun Yat-sen. V: e did not get up so very early and later in the morning we drove 
out to see the F^onunent of Or. Sun. Xt was reining end bitterly cold out there end es 
there was a long walk end about throe hundred steps I contented myself with a vie?, from 
the oar and reed letters while X welted for the ethers. X should like to have gone, but 
it was too much for no. It was sold siting, but colder still up on the hill. The 
monument is on the side of Purple Mountain* • hen the treas grew, it will be a very 
impressive place. The moment is quits impressive now, mod in Chinese architecture. 

This day was else memorable because it ms the day CenJIhi chose to start his campaign 
of civil dleobedlonoe. We do not hear much about it her#, though, and suppoxe you do 
not get any more news than we do. Indian papers we subscribed to have not apoeered# 

After seeing Or* Sun*# tonb we drove by the old Ming tomb, whleh dates book to about 
the 19th century, X think. Xn the aft or noon Kirby and X went to a smell meeting of 
FOH people where bo spoke on Outlawry, Avery nice group of people there end they 
oould have talked until cudmight, but we hod to leave after an hour. . We had had 
luncheon with Thomas Tcheu end hie family. Mrs. Tehou (pronounced Jew/ la an 
Englishwoman and they have three nioe kiddies. They seen to be one of the marriages 
where it has turned out well. Whoa the father is Chinese sad of good family the children 
ere treated es Chinese end net relegated to e oless by themselves, end do not form a 
problem »e in India. However, there is quite an Eurasian problem In Hong Kang among 
the poorer people. After dinner at the Mills* house, tharo were so?e folks osmo infer 
tho evening and they talked beak end forth end after Kirby end Sherwood had gotten ell 
the information they oould from then, they let then go home to rest. 
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Tho next day Kirby waa going to apeak at Ginling again, so Mrs* Hills took 
ae over early and one ol* the teaohera, Hiss Yeutrln, took oi out to one of the houses 
where they weave tapestry. That lovely ailk tapestry used for wall panels, pillow 
oovers, table runners, bag* and all aorta of lovely uses, la, made mostly in tho hows a 
of tho people* This was tho Wu fsally, and they employed skiHad weavers and some were 

of the family* I think thara wars aoven loons* All hand operated* One man, the more 

skillful worker, operated the bobbins and did the actual weaving. Another man sat high 
up and oallod off tho pattern, or rather road off the pattern, which is an assortment 
of. airings, of which 1 could not asks head or toll, and operated them in eueh s way that 
the pattern was made Just right* Z suppose this type of loom baa been in use hundreds 
of years, but It still used in the family shops and they pot out some remarkable 
work* This pertioular family put high grads work out and it is mostly seat to Shanghai 
and much la exported to America • This w* s one of the place a where I was sorry 1 did 
not have e million dollars to spend* In walking over to this plaoo *e passed by tho 

small compound which Or* Mackliu, that famous old aissonary dootor of China, lived in 
when ho first brought his young wife to China* Or* Ms ok 1 in la now in America, but hewdrie 
a deep Impression on the people of Banking during the many years of hi a work here* That 
afternoon Kirby spoke to e crowded ouse la the beautiful Oinllng ohe pel, and we hurried 
homo to dress for our dinner engagement with the President* 

The man who delivered tho invitations. Colonel Huong, ted sold that it was 
informal dross, and tho men did not know just whet to do, but they deold&d that they 
would try just plain business suits, but shea Colonel Huang earn for us ratter early* 

Maud piped up and sated him what kind of dress was beat and volunteered the information 
that they oould very well put on Tuxedos as thery waa plenty of time, end he said per¬ 
haps it was beat, and to the man went up to change. I had to go up and assist in the 
operation for Kirby aa the boiled shirt was so stiff it needed eareful fingers to gft 
the studs buttoned, anti the oollsr waa fractious sitri he did not want to eliange at all, 
but submitted almost gracefully end ceraa down looking as If he had always worn one* 

Kirby*a shirt front did behave better than bherwood'a, probably because there la a 
longer expanse to strotoh over, and I for one thought he looted rather handsome bub 
I know how he hatea such dress, and it tiokled mo to see him have to wear it. 

V>te.n wd arrived at the Presidential mansion it wasn't a mansion at all, put 
a very modest house, tastefully rurnioted In foreign style, the part we sew «t any rate, 
and nothing extravagant about it at all, except the flowers, whieh had been brought in 
honor of the visit of the Danish i’rinua who was there earlier in the day* We waited 
0 while in the living room an i than a small nioe looking woman cams in and lurnsd out to 
tic adaoa Chiang .• iitettpk (dMkg KiifWk)* She ia. a 1 dig, voel :.urr, Mio 

speaks perfect English with a touch of Southern aooont os she studied for five years 
in Georgia before going to Wellesley, and altogether spent ten years in America. She 
waa perfectly at ease and put us at ease tonedlately. An altogether ohermlnr, well 
oduebted woman, who is at home anywhere* We annoyed her very r.uoh indeed. When dinner 
waa announced we wont in, but waited a while for the General to cone in, but he waa so 
busy they oould hardly tear him away so v olcmel Huang waa sent in to bring him out. He 
osme and we were all impressed by him. He speaks no English, ate talks little, but he 
ia rather young, being only two years older than Kirby. He is a rather fine looking, 
pleasant ,nan with a strong fans. Ho has rensrkable ability in ttet he nan do a very 
(treat daal of work himself ate e»n also direct others in more work. He is *oid to be 
able to listen to two people talk et the sane time end understand the* both. Kirby sad 
Sherwood did most of tha talking and had a lovely time. Wo had • lovely time teIking 
to Madame Chiang* The food waa sooted foreign stylo and served foreign style, which 
was best for us, as wd did not oara to eat so nuoh as to enjoy being with these charming 
people ate to listen to them ate talk* ’■ e got some autograph! for the kiddles ate whan 
teft deolded it had be**n a red letter day* Aa wo oaae out Colonel Huang said that 
there were three son who had been kept waiting while wa talked end viaitad. 

The next day a had lunch at the International Cite end Sherwood jpve a 
vary good speooh ate I aat next to tho new A me-loan Minister to Chine, Kelson T, 

Johnson* He is short, red-headed end a beohelor, ate jolly* Ho first asms to Chine 
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twenty-two years ago, and although ten year* since then ha to bees spent sway fr on 
Chine, thinks China la the best plea* to he, and is very sympathetic to the Chinese 
people end speaks to them In their languor** He ought to do sa jsuoh for our relatione 
with China as Morrow did for our relation with Mexico* The people who know hie better 
are all impressed with his attitude and ability. Here's hoping for a new day in Anerl~ 
oan-Chineso relations* Mr* Johnson was good enough to autograph a osrd for Mery's col¬ 
lection, and uftor signing his name in English proceeded to smke what he sailed his real 
signature, and when it was finishod, instead of being Chinese ohereotors was a picture 
of a donkey in a frock ooat smoking a pipe* Ho then made the nano in Chinese characters, 
on the other end of the card, and oroccoded to ask the Belgian minister to give his 
autograph for the collection* Be asked me if X didn't have s^y ionite? in me, and X 
told him I guessed I did, and he said I wasn't eating ny nuts, but I told him 1 was more 
of a squirrel as X sea saving mine for a grand finale* The non hod o little visit with 
him afterward at the Consulate* 

That afternoon 1 had a walk to the top of the hill just across road and 
from that vantage point oould aee the city of Nanking spread out before us* Xt la not 
much of a city as yet, but there is tsuoh space on which to put buildings and to plsn on 
s Dfoad souls* She City walls of Nanking sr still standing and are twenty-two miles 
around* There is enough apeee inside the walls to grow crops and keep a city going 
even If beseiged ell around for a long time* It is a very large, ancient wall* Coma 
offhbe new rovernaent buildings aro in the Chinese style* host of thorn will probably 
follow the Chinese lines of roof, and have some distinctive Chinese features* In moat 
of the elties the new buildings ere nearly all forign style, as it is cheaper and 
more efficient and they have been bitten by the efficiency bug in places, especially 
In places oonoerning the pocket book. 

Hm had to get up early yesterday morning to gat on tho ttlver boat and we 
proceeded to take a good sleep after it had started and then began work in the after-, 
noon. It will t«k a us until Monday morning or noon to reach Hankow, while the trip 
takea sax hours in an airplane* There ia no railroad. hen we go to Tientsin it will 
take a long time, as the railroad is not yet working, end unions it does got to work 
we will watte # lot of time* Have just had alOok at the nop end it is e long way to 
Tientsin and Poking or Peiping* Be are having a grand and lovely time and expect to 
Continue so until wo get home* 

Hope everything is going well with all of you and with our very boat wishes, 

I am. 

Tours, 





Aboard the Yangtse Steamer 
March 17, 1930. 


"Luen Ho 11 


Dear Friend: 

On Thursday evening the four of us had the privilege of dining alone with 
President and Madame Chiang Kai-shek. He is a military man of very few words, 
while she is an exceptionally vivacious person. The general is' a product of a 
military academy in Japan, while his wife spent ten years in the United States, 
first at a school in Georgia and later at Wellesley. She is a member of the 
famous Soong family. One sister married Sun Yat-sen and another is the wife of 
H. H. Rung, a member of the national cabinet. Her brother T. V. Soong is now 
Minister of Finance, 

The concensus of opinion among the Chinese and foreigners with whom we have 
talked is that Chiang Kai-shek is the best man available to head the government. 
True enough he is conservative in his social policies and quite ruthless in dis¬ 
posing of communists and radicals. He lacks many of the qualifications needed in 
the chief executive of the nation. But he has proved to be by far the greatest 
stabilizing influence and is probably able to hold the government together better 
than any other person could do. What China now needs desperately is internal peace 

He has gathered about him an able group of young men. We were privileged to 
have interviews with C. T. Wang, Minister of Foreign Affairs; T.V. Soong, Minister 
of Finance; Sun Fo, Minister of Railways; Chang Mohlin, Minister of Education; 

Wang Chung-hui, head of the Judicial Yuan and a judge of the World Court. The 
present government is far from perfect but it is doubtless the best one available* 
At this moment it is not possible to tell whether Governor Yen and General Feng 
will be able to secure a formidable combination against the Nanking Government or 
whether they will be eliminated from the scene. The impression prevails that Nan¬ 
king is better equipped in men, munitions and money than any probable coalition. 
The issues will probably be decided before this letter reaches you. 

The growth of nationalism is one of the most significant factors we have en¬ 
countered. Sun Yat-sen is the symbol around which an effective campaign of patri¬ 
otic education is being conducted. We visited his tomb near Nanking and were deep 
ly impressed. When finally completed, it will be an imposing national shrine. Sun 
Yat-sen is rapidly being canonized. One is reminded of the Lenin cult in Russia. 
Dr. Sun 1 s picture appears everywhere. His will is read at least once each week 
in every school and at all formal public gatherings, followed by three minutes of 
silent meditation. His three principles - nationalism, democracy, social welfare 
are taught in all high schools and colleges by special instructors who are always 
members of the Kuomintang. The personality and principles of the first President 
of the Republic are undoubtedly proving to be a highly important factor in the 
unification of China. 

Already the spirit of nationalism is strong enough to compel the foreign pow¬ 
ers to restore tariff autonomy. Shantung and Vfeihaiwei have been returned to China 
Most of the powers are remitting their shares of the Boxer Indemnity. Foreign post 
offices have been removed. The Mixed Courts at Shanghai have been turned over to 
the Chinese authorities. Chinese citizens are being given increased representation 
In the government of the International Settlement in Shanghai. Much against their 
wishes and judgment, the foreign powers are also being compelled to give up extra¬ 
territoriality, A high official of one of these foreign powers expressed the opin¬ 
ion to us that life and property will not be safe in China "for fifty or sixty 
years." And when we asked if extraterritorial rights will be maintained until se¬ 
curity is assured, he replied in language more blunt than elegant: "Hell no I Ex- 
trality cannot last much longer. The Chinese won T t wait," 
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China is determined not only to throw off all foreign control, the people are 
utterly sick of civil strife. Public opinion is still very feeble but it is grow¬ 
ing, Prolonged civil strife has brought the country to a desperate economic 
plight. Pailway traffic and river navigation have been demoralized. Taxes are 
exorbitant and budgets are consumed by military appropriations. Brigandage and 
piracy prevail on an alarming scale. Famine ravages whole regions. The price of 
silver is dropping disastrously with alarming effects upon exchange and trade. 

The extent and degree of poverty in China is unthinkable; it is simply beyond 
comprehension. The recent report of the American Red Cross Commission points out 
that "30,000,000 Chinese are continually attempting to sustain life on less than 
the minimum required for subsistence, 11 for subsistence, not comfort or physical 
well-being. Many times this number are only a few days removed from extreme des¬ 
titution. During’the past two years the people of Shensi have been visited with 
"the most appalling disastrous famine" known anywhere in China since 1876-77, to 
use the words of Grover Clark, special investigator for the China International 
Famine Relief Commission. Out of a population of six millions in one region, two 
millions starved to death in 1929, and two millions more are "practically certain 11 
to die of hunger before the next harvest. 

Even when the workers of urban communities are able to find regular employ¬ 
ment, their standard of living is extremely low. The twelve-hour day is common 
and yet the daily wages in many cases do not exceed 15 to 25 cents gold for men, 5 
to 15 cents for women, and 3 to 5 cents for children. A recent wage study in 
Hankow revealed an average monthly wage of less than $7.00 gold for men, less than 
$4.00 for women, and less than $2.00 for children. Since these were average fig¬ 
ures, it is obvious that many fell far below. A recent study in Wusih showed that 
80 per cent of the workers received from a minimum of $2.00 to a maximum of $7.50 
per month. In Tientsin shop girls receive as little as $.75 to $1.00 per month in 
addition to two meals a day and sleeping quarters in the shop. 

Most human beings will resort to extreme measures rather than starve to death, 
so it is not surprising that many Chinese are now turning to brigandage, piracy 
and soldiery as means of subsistence. Bands of brigands are now operating over 
much of the country, sometimes as many as a hundred armed men being concentrated 
in one band. Piracy on China 1 s rivers and off the coast is widespread. Kidnapping 
and holding for ransom is a common occurrence. Any general can secure all the 
soldiers he can feed. After defeat in battle many soldiers retain their rifles 
and take to brigandage. 

Several provinces are largely dominated by Communists or other radicals. 

There is plenty of evidence that the Communists are still an important factor in 
the situation. At Hankow and Changsha I hope to secure further information about 
their activities and will report to you later what I am able to disrcover. 

Nothing is easier than to draw a dismal picture of prevailing conditions in 
China, The visible evidence is such as to warrant apprehensions and forebodings 
of evil days ahead. On the other hand, the situation is by no means hopeless. If 
China had a stable government her citizens would rebound with amazing vitality. 

The Chinese have an incredible capacity to survive under adverse circumstances and 
marvelous recuperative powers. In the lulls between military campaigns business 
recovers with great rapidity. Canton, for example, has been one of the storm cen¬ 
ters ever since the 1911 revolution, yet we were astonished to discover that a new 
city is being created. Streets are being widened and paved. Modern office build¬ 
ings are being erected. An automatic telephone system has been installed and is 
functioning efficiently. Highways connecting the city with outlying regions are 
being constructed. Motor buses and automobiles are increasing rapidly in number. 
Faster steamers are operating in the river. 
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Substantial progress is being made not merely in Canton but in many other 
communities. Persons from widely scattered regions have told us that highway con¬ 
struction is being pushed forward steadily in spite of adverse conditions. In June 
of last year the National Good Roads Association reported that there were 20,973 
miles of improved' road in China, with 3,764 miles under construction. The National 
Ministry of Railways has an extensive program of new construction which only 
awaits the cessation of civil war. Regular air service is now maintained between 
Shanghai and Hankow, via Nanking, and there is reason to believe that within an¬ 
other decade air service will operate between all important centers throughout the 
country. China possesses natural resources and man-power sufficient to increa.se 
the standard of living substantially if peace could be maintained. Vast reserves 
of coal and other ores are awaiting exploitation. The Chinese are among the most 
industrious and thrifty people to be found anywhere. All over the Far East they 
are competing successfully with men of other races. Chinese merchants have 
achieved an enviable record for honesty and integrity. 

The country desperately needs peace. Chinese nationalism will soon have thrown 
off all foreign control. When it is sufficiently strong to unify the country inter¬ 
nally and maintain reasonable security for life and property, the people will re¬ 
bound with amazing vitality. Just how long this requires cannot be predicted. We 
found men like Dr.-Hu Shih, with whom we were privileged to spend five hours in an 
illuminating interview, hesitant to predict rapid progress toivard stability. Many 
foreigners are even more gloomy. We had lunche.on with the. correspondents of the 
New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, the Nev/ York Herald Tribune, the Chicago 
Daily News and other newspapers and listened to dire prophecies of continued war¬ 
fare and chaos. Students of the situation like T. Z. Koo and David Yui, however, 
are far more hopeful and optimistic. 

In the various cities visited Sherwood Eddy and I are speaking frequently be¬ 
fore a great variety of audiences. Students in general are far more serious now 
than they were a fexv years ago, in the days of parades and demonstrations. Many 
are disillusioned and tempted to be cynical. Among intellectuals there is in¬ 
tense disappointment over the failure of the Nanking Government to devote more 
energy to the cause of the workers and depressed classes. Hu Shih, in particular, 
is outspoken in his criticism. 

It has been extraordinarily interesting and stimulating to come to China im¬ 
mediately after having studied the independence movement in India and the Philip¬ 
pines. Here in China one gets a glimpse of what may be in store for India after 
self-government is achieved. The old imperialism is surely doomed. But the con¬ 
struction Ox a new political and social system to take its place will certainly 
prove to be a long and costly undertaking. In an article for The World Tomorrow 
I am discussing the need for historical perspective in evaluating a situation such 
as now confronts China. My own conviction is that the tide of nationalism is 
sweeping as irresistibly toward the unification of China as the current of this 
mighty river is sweeping on to the sea. 

After visiting North China, Manchuria, Korea and Japan, we expect to sail 
from Yokohama, Japan, on the N. Y. K. steamer "Taiyo Maru" on May 20th, reaching 
San Francisco on June 4th. 


Cordially yours. 





Aboard the Yangtse Steamer "Luen Ho M 
March 17, 1930. 


Dear Friend: 

On Thursday evening the four of us had the privilege of dining alone with 
President and Madame Chiang Kai-shek. He is a military man of very few words, 
while she is an exceptionally vivacious person. The general is a product of a 
military academy in Japan, while his wife spent ten years in the United States, 
first at a school in Georgia and later at Wellesley. She is a member of the 
famous Soong family. One sister married Sun Yat-sen and another is the wife of 
H. H. Rung, a member of the national cabinet. Her brother T, V. Soong is now 
Minister of Finance. 

The concensus of opinion among the Chinese and foreigners with whom we have 
talked is that Chiang Kai-shek is the best man available to head the government. 
True enough he is conservative in his social policies and quite ruthless in dis¬ 
posing of communists and radicals. He lacks many of the qualifications needed in 
the chief executive of the nation. But he has proved to be by far the greatest 
stabilizing influence and is probably able to hold the government together better 
than any other person could do. What China now needs desperately is internal peace 

He has gathered about him an able group of young men. We were privileged to 
have interviews with C, T. Wang, Minister of Foreign Affairs; T.V. Soong, Minister 
of Finance; Sun Fo, Minister of Railways; Chang Mohlin, Minister of Education; 

1/Yang Chung-hui, head of the Judicial Yuan and a judge of the World Court. The 
present government is far from perfect but it is doubtless the best one available. 
At this moment it is not possible to tell whether Governor Yen and General Feng 
will be able to secure a formidable combination against the Hanking Government or 
whether they will be eliminated from the scene. The impression prevails that Nan¬ 
king is better equipped in men, munitions and money than any probable coalition. 
The issues will probably be decided before this letter reaches you. 

The growth of nationalism is one of the most significant factors we have en¬ 
countered. Sun Yat-sen is the symbol around which an effective campaign of patri¬ 
otic education is being conducted. We visited his tomb near Nanking and were deep 
ly impressed. When finally completed, it will be an imposing national shrine. Sun 
Yat-sen is rapidly being canonized. One is reminded of the Lenin cult in Russia. 
Dr. Sun’s picture appears everywhere. His will is read at least once each week 
in every school and at all formal public gatherings, followed by three minutes of 
silent meditation. His three principles - nationalism, democracy, social welfare 
are taught in all high schools and colleges by special instructors who are always 
members of the Kuomintang. The personality and principles of the first President 
of the Republic are undoubtedly proving to be a highly important factor in the 
unification of China. 

Already the spirit of nationalism is strong enough to compel the foreign pow¬ 
ers to restore tariff autonomy. Shantung and Weihaiwei have been returned to China 
Most of the powers are remitting their shares of the Boxer Indemnity. Foreign post 
offices have been removed. The Mixed Courts at Shanghai have been turned over, to 
the Chinese authorities. Chinese citizens are being given increased representation 
in the government of the International Settlement in Shanghai. Much against their 
wishes and judgment, the foreign powers are also being compelled to give up extra¬ 
territoriality. A high official of one of these foreign powers expressed the opin¬ 
ion to us that life and property will not be safe in China "for fifty or sixty 
years." And when we asked if extraterritorial rights will be maintained until se¬ 
curity is assured, he replied in language more blunt than elegant:■ "Hell no! Ex- 
trality cannot last much longer. The Chinese won’t wait," 






2 


China is determined not only to throw off all foreign control, the people are 
utterly sick of'’civil strife. Public opinion is still very feeble but it is grow¬ 
ing. Prolonged civil strife has brought the country to a desperate economic 
plight. Railway traffic and river navigation have been demoralized. Taxes are 
exorbitant and budgets are consumed by military appropriations. Brigandage and 
piracy prevail on an alarming scale. Famine ravages whole regions. The price of 
silver is dropping disastrously with alarming effects upon exchange and trade. 

The extent and degree of poverty in China is unthinkable; it is simply beyond 
comprehension. The recent report of the American Red Cross Commission points out 
that ”30,000,000 Chinese are continually attempting to sustain life on less than 
the minimum required for subsistence, 11 for subsistence, not comfort or physical 
well-being. Many times this number are only a few days removed from extreme des¬ 
titution. During the past two years the people of Shensi have been visited with 
"the most appalling disastrous famine” known anywhere in China since 1876-77, to 
use the words of Grover Clark, special investigator for the China International 
Famine Relief Commission. Out of a population of six millions in one region, two 
millions starved to death in 1929, and two millions more are "practically certain" 
to die of hunger before the next harvest. 

Even when the workers of urban communities are able to find regular employ¬ 
ment, their standard of living is extremely low. The twelve-hour day is common 
and yet the daily wages in many cases do not exceed 15 to 25 cents gold for men, 5 
to 15 cents for women, and 3 to 5 cents for children. A recent wage study in 
Hankow revealed an average monthly wage of less than"$7.00 gold for men, less than 
$4.00 for women, and less than $2.00 for children. Since these were average fig¬ 
ures, it is obvious that many fell far below. A recent study in Wusih showed that 
80 per cent of the workers received from a minimum of $2.00 to a maximum of $7.50 
per month. In Tientsin shop girls receive as little as $.75 to $1.00 per month in 
addition to two meals a day and sleeping quarters in the shop. 

Most human beings will resort to extreme measures rather than starve to death, 
so it is not surprising that many Chinese are now turning to brigandage, piracy 
and soldiery as means of subsistence. Bands of brigands are now operating over 
much of the country, sometimes as many as a hundred armed men being concentrated 
in one band. Piracy on China 1 s rivers and off the coast is widespread. Kidnapping 
and holding for ransom is a common occurrence. Any general can secure all the 
soldiers he can feed. After defeat in battle many soldiers retain their rifles 
and take to brigandage, . 

Several provinces are largely dominated by Communists or other radicals. 

There is plenty of evidence that the Communists are still an important factor in 
the situation. At Hankow and Changsha I hope to secure further information about 
their activities and will report to you later what I am able to discover. 

Hothing is easier than to draw a dismal picture of prevailing conditions in 
China. The visible evidence is such as to warrant apprehensions and forebodings 
of evil days ahead. On the other hand, the situation is by no means hopeless. If 
China had a stable government her citizens would rebound with amazing vitality. 

The Chinese have an incredible capacity to survive under adverse circumstances and 
marvelous recuperative powers. In the lulls between military campaigns business 
recovers with great rapidity. Canton, for example, has been one of the storm cen¬ 
ters ever since the 1911 revolution, yet we were astonished to discover that a new 
city is being created. Streets are being widened and paved. Modern office build¬ 
ings are being erected. An automatic telephone system has been installed and is 
functioning efficiently. Highways connecting the city with outlying regions are 
being constructed. Motor buses and automobiles are increasing rapidly in number. 
Faster steamers are operating in the river. 
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Substantial progress is being made not merely in Canton but in many other 
communities. Persons from widely scattered regions have told us that highway con¬ 
struction is being pushed forward steadily in spite of adverse conditions. In June 
of last year the National Good Roads Association reported that there were 20,973 
miles of improved road in China, with 3,764 miles under construction. The national 
Ministry of Railways has an extensive program of new construction which only 
awaits the cessation of civil war. Regular air service is now maintained between 
Shanghai and Hankow, via Nanking, and there is reason to believe that within an¬ 
other decade air service will operate between all important centers throughout the 
country. China possesses natural resources and man-power sufficient to increase 
the standard of living substantially if peace could be maintained. Vast reserves 
of coal and other ’ores are awaiting exploitation. The Chinese are among the most 
industrious and thrifty people to be found anywhere* All over the Far East they 
are competing successfully with men of other races. Chinese merchants have 
achieved an enviable record for honesty and integrity. 

The country desperately needs peace. Chinese nationalism will soon have thrown 
off all foreign control. When it is sufficiently strong to unify the country inter¬ 
nally and maintain reasonable security for life and property, the people will re¬ 
bound with amazing vitality. Just how long this requires cannot be predicted. We 
found men like Dr. Hu Shih, with whom we were privileged to spend five hours in an 
illuminating interview, hesitant to predict rapid progress toward stability. Many 
foreigners are even more gloomy. We had luncheon with the correspondents of the 
New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, the New York Herald Tribune, the Chicago 
Daily News and other newspapers and listened to dire prophecies of continued war¬ 
fare and chaos. Students of the situation like T. Z. Koo and David Yui, however, 
are far more hopeful and optimistic. 

In the various cities visited Sherwood Eddy and I are speaking frequently be¬ 
fore a great variety of audiences. Students in general are far more serious now 
than they were a few years ago, in the days of parades and demonstrations. Many 
are disillusioned and tempted to be cynical. Among intellectuals there is in¬ 
tense disappointment over the failure of the Nanking Government to devote more 
energy to the cause of the workers and depressed classes. Hu Shih, in particular, 
is outspoken in his criticism. 

It has been extraordinarily interesting and stimulating to come to China im¬ 
mediately after having studied the independence movement in India and the Philip¬ 
pines. Here in China one gets a glimpse of what may be in store for India after 
self-government is achieved. The old imperialism is surely doomed. But the con¬ 
struction of a new political and social system to take its place will certainly 
prove to be a long and costly undertaking. In an article for The World Tomorrow 
I am discussing the need for historical perspective in evaluating a situation such 
as now confronts China. My own conviction is that the tide of nationalism is 
sweeping as irresistibly toward the unification of China as the current of this 
mighty river is sweeping on to the sea. 

After visiting, North China, Manchuria, Korea and Japan, we expect to sail 
from Yokohama, Japan, on the N. Y. K. steamer "Taiyo Maru" on May 20th, reaching 
San Francisco on June 4th. 


Cordially yours. 
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I had 89 meetings in Hankor, tfuchang and Changsha, Everywhere the 
vjitrpovtB. w a v e very encouraging. I talked on a wide range of subjects including 

various aspects of international relations and religion. One of the most inter¬ 
esting meetings was a special gathering arranged by the Governor of the province 
in Changsha, se inti ted the officials of the city to a special meeting at which 
he presided. The gathering was held In the new ‘dun Tet Ben memorial hall which 
haa terrible acoustics. The place was packed with boom eighteen hundred people. 

I am afraid that they did not all come because of doop Intorest in the subject 
of the lecture, My guess is that many of them were there because they thought 
it would please the Governor* Incidentally, they had arranged moving pictures 
after my address. in praetleally every other place I have bora the attention of 
the audience has been especially good, but for once I saw a Chinese audience at 
Its worst. People were coming end going throughout the meeting. Many were 
talking at the top of their voices. A man would see a friend some ton rows away 
and would rise up and exclaim: "Oh, so you've come. Have you had your food?” 
and engage In animated conversation for sent momenta. The bottoms of the seats 
were equipped with springs which impelled them violently upwards as soon as anyone 
stood up. The result was a series of machine gun like reports throughout the 
meeting. I think a few of the people within the first five rows got a faint idea 
of what I was talking about. Beyond that was the wilderness and the howling mob. 
One of my frionde who lived for many years la the interior or China says that ho 
has sera similar performances on numerous occasions. 

Another interesting meeting was when I addressed 800 future officers 
at the military academy. They asked me to talk on the subject of "Must there 
he another World var?" They gave me perfect attention and I felt that the 
meeting was exceedingly worth while. 

Extreme disorder prevails In some of the neighboring provinces. Thou¬ 
sands of bandits are constantly preying upon the public. In some mountainous 
oonvnunitles bands of oommunlsta have captured the government and make raids upon 
Villages and towns. The train on which I was going to Changsha stopped at one 
Tillage because of a report that the communists were near dt hand. The week 
before, the railway tracks had been torn up and traffic stopped for two days. 

The day I loft Changsha six missionaries were captured by the communists not far 
away. If the civil war continues much longer there is much reason to fear that 
banditry will became even worse and that the communists will capture control of 
a much wider area* The poverty and misery of the people is simply Indescribable. 
Ten need have no fears about our personal safety because we shall be out of China 
before this letter roaches you. 

You* probably have about time to reach us with a last letter at Yoko¬ 
hama. We sail on the Taiyo Mara on Ifcy 80th. Otters that roach Seattle, Wash, 
by May 3rd and marked "via Pres. Me Kin ley" are due to reach Yokohama on May 16th. 
W# can hardly wait until we get heme. 
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Dear Ifotheri 


On Board Loon Wo, Going to Shanghai. Kprll 8.1980 
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We are now on our way back to Shanghai en route for Tientsin. Ordinarily 
we oould make the trip from Hankow to Tientsin by rail in two or throe days, but 
the civil war has disrupted traffic on the railway until it is necessary for us to 
go by water all the way. Travelling on the river is very pleasant and we are 
getting a good rest and are managing to do some reading and writing. 

Shanghai we take a steamer up the coastj Sju^a 4* a£j^ ■ 
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Our present plan is^muhjue Aims go direct to Houston stopping enroute 
for a week or ton days at San Franeisoo enS los Angelas* he has never boon In 
California and this la s good chance for her to seo the sights. plan is to 

go lamedlately to the Estes Part student Conference where I am scheduled to be 
from J\ine 4th to 16th. i then go to the mens Student Conference at Lake Genera 
isconekL for the 17th and 18th end then on to the men's conference at Blue Ridge. 
North Carolina for tho 3Oth to the 82nd and then back to the women's Student 

Conference at Lake Genera from the 24th to the 29th. It will than be necessary 

for mo to go immediately to Nov York and begin to pick up loose ends. I plan to 
bo In Now York City nil of July* It 'teams highly desirable that the boy return 
to Mnoolm Camp. The experience last svuoaer was of snonems value to him. e 
first thought that it would bo better to ham the children go South Immediately 
after the oloao of school, but the boy's health la at a critical stare. Betty 
House says that the doctor has boon helping him considerably and we bone that bo 
will soon turn the comer. Vo ore afraid that coming South in the summer might 

give him s serious setback, so the sensible thing sews to ha to have him spend 

half of Juno and all of July at the Lincoln camp. During this period Mary will 
either go to the Y.if.C.A. ooap or spend the time with Betty House. During 
- ujpist the four of us plan to got sway to some remote camp where we can have a 
full month playing together. we Khali have a thousand things to talk about and 
many plans to make for the future. *e are not quite sure yet just wham we 
will go. *t may be In the mountains of North Carolina or possibly we may go to 
Michigan or Canada. Wo want to find a piece where there is good fishing and 
iwirming, plenty of woods for long walks end if possible a tennis court. This 
month together ought to mean an enormous lot to all of ns. 

I expect to come outh some time during the fall or winter. I cannot 
be sure of the exact date at this distance, but I shall certainly plan to see you 
before the winter Is over. Alms expects to stay at Lufkin and League City until 
the end of July. 

Affectionately youre. 
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Herbin, Manchuria, Aorll 19, 1930 


beer Folks: 

Set out your map ewi you will that I am new a long way from Canton 
•nd southern Chine. Uarbin 1 b north of Vladivostok end not far from the border 
of Honrolio. From Peiping, the new wsv of spoiling Poking, to Wukdon is 22 
hours by sn express train, and from Mukden to Harbin is another IP or 14 hours. 

There are son* 70,000 Russians in Harbin end the appaerr.noe of the city 
is deoldedlv Russian, so much so thet I was vividly reminded of mv exprbienoes 
in Russia, * The first corning ft the hotel I thought I would try some thing now 
for • ohsnge airi so ordered "hen emd," What do you suppose I had piseed before 
»eT Five fresh eggs end two greet slabs of ham. Enough for a young family! 

This reminded m of Russia by *ay of contrast. But snot her experience woe more 
resllstio* I usually carry around a can of good old George sehington oof foe, 
as s result of many painful experiences in different countries with what was 
traitorously celled "coffee," So I ordered hot, wstor, cream and sugar. I got 
ell this - end e billl Seventy-five cents for the poultry-yerd end the nig-pen, 
end 60 oents for the water, cream and sugar! This is not as bad ss it sounds 
because you get three and a half H>rbin dollars for one American dollar. Imagine 
all that big order of ham and eggs for about 20 oents! Feeling in an adventurous 
mood I sauntered into e fluaalen resteurent one evening for supper, ho English 
wea spoken and my Russian, to say the least, was inadequate. The only word wo 
oould finally agree upon wee "beefatek." So we oomrpomised on that, With a huge 
piece of Juioy steak, wea en egg and heaps of fried potatoes. But I had trouble 
with dessert. Seeing some apples on a distant counter, 1 pointed then out and 
celled for two. Instead B got ouflterd of some sort. Finally a Chinese couple 
among the guest* came to ray assistance. Everybody in the room got interested is 
me arid enjoyed ray predicament. Nothing new in ay young life to eat in meny lan¬ 
guage*. And never yet have I had to go hungry. 

I met with a group of Russian educators who era bitterly opposed to the 
Bolsheviks. They painted a terrible picture of conditions in Russia * I talked 
with many Chinese about the situation here, especially ebout the trouble over 
the Chines* Eastern Railway. Feeling between the Chines* end red Russians is 
still vary intense. The Chinese are very spprehenaive of trouble on ^ay firet, 
when the coronunista are expeoted to stage a big demonstration. £>sw a strange 
sight - the Chinea# flag and the Soviet flag combined into one flag with both 
emblem* on it* This flag file* over the buildings of the Chinese Eastern Hailv.ay, 
which is jointly owned end controlled by the two countries, nnd on the automobile*, 
of railway offloiela* Intereatingly enough, the Chinos* emblem la placed above 
the design of the soviet flog. 

It ia only ton day* from her# to Berlin, via the Chinea* Feat am *nd 
the Trans-Siberian Railways. It will be interesting to notice how long it take# 
this letter to reach you. Yesterday I attended the flood rriday service in the 
cathedral of the Russian Orthodox Church. The oethedrtl W*« paeked like sardines, 
everyone standing as there are no seats ir. Cfethodox churches. I am now returning 
to Mukden, where I meet Alma end the Rddya. Be then go on to Eoroa. 

Affectionately, 






i Barbiii, Manchuria, April 19, 1930 . 

nwur Folks 1 

Q*t out your nay and you will see that I an now a long way from 
Canton and southern China. Harbin la north of Vladivostok and not far from 
the border of Mongolia. From Peiping, the new way of spelling Peking, to 
Wik&aa Is 22 hours by an express train, and from Mukden to Barbin is another 
12 or 14 hours. 


There are sane 70,000 Russians in Harbin and the appearance of the 
city Is decidedly Russian, so nub 00 that I wen vividly reminded of ry ex¬ 
periences in Ruse ia. The first non lug at the hotel I Thought I would try 
something now for a change and so ordered "ban and." What do you suppose I 
tod placed before me? give freah eggs and two great elabe of Enough 

for a young family! This reminded me of Russia by way of contrast. But 
another experience was more realistic. I usually carry around a can of good 
•“ 0«W8» Washington coffee, as a result of many painful experiences in 
different countries with what was generously sailed "coffee.” so I ordered 
hert water, cream and sugar. I got all this - and a bill! 75 cents for 
tho poultry-yard and the pig-pen, and 50 a ante for the water, cream and 
BMP*! This la not as bad as It sounds because you get three and a half 
Harbin dollars for one ^merUan dollar, imagine all that big order of hm 
”hd eggs for about 80 cento! Fooling in an adventurous mood I sauntered 
Into a Russian restaurant one evening for enpper. Ho English ires spoken snd 
my Russian, to say tho least, was inadequate. The only word wo could finally 
agree upon was "beefstek.” So we comp rail Bod on that. With a huge piece of 
Juloy steak, was an egg and heaps of fried potatoes. But I had trouble with 
desert. Seeing acme apples sm o distant counter, I pointed tbm oat and 
called for two. instead T got custard of serns sort. Finally a Chinese 
couple among the guests came to my assistance. Everybody in the roam got 
Interested in me and enjoyed my predicament. Nothing new in xy young life 
to eat in many languages. nd never yet have 1 had to go hungry. 

I met with a group ef Uneaten educators who are bitterly opposed 
to tho Bolsheviks. They painted a terrible picture of conditions in Russia. 

I talked with many Chinese about the situation here, especially about the 
trouble over the Chinese Nastem Railway. Feeling between the Chinese and 
5** Russians is still very intense. The Chinese ere very apprehensive of 
trouble on Wflf first, when the OOmmsnlsta are expected to stRge « big demon¬ 
stration. Saw s strange sight - the Chinese flag and the Soviet flag ocm- 
biasd into one flag with both emblems on it. This flag flies over the 
t*itiding* of tho Chines# Eastern Railway, which is Jointly owned and eon- 
trolled by the two countries, and on the automobiles of railway officials. 
Interestingly enough, the Chinese emblem la placed above the design of tho 
Soviet flag. 


It Is only tan days from hare to Berlin, via the Chinese Eastern 
and tho Trans-Siberian railways. It will be interesting to notice how long 
it takes this letter to reach you. Testerday I attended tho flood Friday 
service in the cathedral of the Russian Orthodox Church. The cathedral was 
peeked like sardines, everyone standing ns there are no seats In Orthodox 
churches. I am now returning to Hokdsn, where I meet Alma and the Kddys. 
We then go on to Korea. ’ 


Affectionately yours. 









